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City of Asheville 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Department 

 
Request for Proposal:  Amusements  

 
 
 

The City of Asheville is requesting bid proposals for the services described on the attached 

page.  Minimum requirements are as identified. 
 
Bids will be evaluated by price, ability to provide equipment and services requested, past 

performance as a supplier to the City of Asheville (if applicable), and the ability to furnish 
references for past contracts fulfilled of a similar scope and size. 
 
Before submitting a proposal, each bidder is encouraged to make all investigations and 

examinations necessary to ascertain on site conditions and requirements affecting the full 
performance of the contract and to verify any representations made by the City of Asheville 
upon which the bidder will rely.  If the bidder receives a contract as a result of its proposal, 

failure to have made such investigations and examinations will in no way relieve the bidder 
from its obligations to comply in every detail with all provisions and requirements of the 
contract documents nor will a plea of ignorance of such conditions and requirements be 
accepted as a basis for any claim whatsoever by the contractor for additional compensation. 

 
The City of Asheville has adopted a Minority Business Plan to encourage participation by 
minority businesses in the award of contracts. Bidders are hereby notified that this bid is 
subject to the provisions of that Plan to outreach to minority businesses for this project.  

Bidders should provide a written statement of their intentions to perform minority business 
outreach with or without subcontracting and if they will be subcontracting, what are the 
bidder’s good faith efforts in response to this RFP.  Questions regarding the Minority 

Business Plan may be directed to the Coordinator of the Minority Business Program, in 
person at 70 Court Plaza on the 5th Floor, Asheville, NC  28801 or by phone at (828) 232-
4566 or by email at minoritybusiness@ashevillenc.gov or find information on the website at 
www.ashevillenc.gov/mbp. 

  
You can access two sources for certified minority firms at www.doa.nc.gov/hub or 
www.ips.state.nc.us/ips/vendor/searchvendor.aspx?t=h  to search for vendors.  It is 

the policy of the City to (1) provide minorities an equal opportunity to participate in all 
aspects of its contracting and procurement programs and (2) prohibit any and all 
discrimination against persons or businesses in pursuit of these opportunities.   
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City of Asheville 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Department 

 
Request for Proposal:  Amusements  

 

 

 

 

Term of Agreement 

This proposal is for a three-year period beginning July 1, 2010 and ending June 30, 2013. 
 
 
Specification of Goods/Services 

The City of Asheville is seeking a single-source provider of children’s inflatables, mechanical 
rides, carnival games, and other similar goods/services for all appropriate events.   
 

 
Tentative Schedule of Events 

 
July 4th Celebration 

Dates: July 4, 2010 
 July 4, 2011 
 July 4, 2012 
Hours: 4 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. (approximate) 

Info:   All inflatables, activities, and rides are free to the public.  In 2009, approximate 
 total attendance was 7,500 and (4) inflatables were provided. 
 

All Kids Day 
Dates: July 14, 2010 
 Weekday, mid-July, 2011 
 Weekday, mid-July, 2012 

Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (approximate) 
Info: All inflatables, activities, and rides are free to the public.  In 2009, approximate 
 total attendance was 40 and (2) inflatables were provided. 

 
Bele Chere Festival 
Dates: July 23 – 25, 2010 
 July 29 – 31, 2011 

 July 27 – 29, 2012 
Hours: Friday Noon to 9 p.m. 
 Saturday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
 Sunday Noon to 6 p.m. 

Info: Ticketed inflatables, mechanical rides, and activities.  Approximate total  
 attendance per year is 275,000 to 300,000.  In 2009, a total of 15 items were  
 programmed including mechanical rides, inflatables, activities, and carnival 

 games.  The number of tickets sold was approximately 35,000 at $1 each.  
 
Easter Eggstravaganza 
Dates: April 16, 2011 

 March 31, 2012 
 March 23, 2013 
Hours: 1 to 3 p.m. 

Info: All inflatables, activities, and rides are free to the public.  In 2009, approximate 
 total attendance was 750 and (3) inflatables were provided. 
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Tiny Tykes Day 
Dates: Saturday in early May, 2011 
 Saturday in early May, 2012 

 Saturday in early May, 2013 
Hours: 1 to 3 p.m. 
Info: All inflatables, activities, and rides are free to the public.  In 2009, approximate 
 total attendance was 200 and (2) inflatables were provided. 

 
Recreation Center Community Days 
Dates: Variable, will be scheduled on Saturdays 

Hours: 2-3 hour time period 
Info: All inflatables, activities, and rides are free to the public.  In 2009, approximate 
 total attendance was 200 and (2) inflatables were provided for each event.   
 Approximately 2 Recreation Center Community Days are held per year. 

 

 

The successful bidder must:  

• Have ability to provide a variety of equipment appropriate for programming need. 
• Have ability to provide ticket sales equipment and staff when required by event. 
• Work with staff to determine most appropriate activities/items for each event based on 

available space, logistical requirements, and programming. 

• Ensure compliance with guidelines for participation as determined by City of Asheville 
staff (tickets, wristbands, etc.).  

• Guarantee that all equipment, activities, etc. are fully prepared and available for 
inspection no less than 30 minutes prior to event start time. 

• Provide all personnel for set-up, implementation/operation, and teardown of all supplied 
equipment. 

• Clean-up debris if any. 

• Provide transportation, delivery and set-up of all necessary materials. 
• Assure that staff will present and conduct themselves in a professional and friendly 

manner onsite.  Professional vendor company shirts are preferred. 
 

 
Other Requirements 

• Provide a certificate of insurance in the amount of $1,000,000. for general liability 

naming the City of Asheville as additional insured and as certificate holder.  
• Comply with all Federal, State and local regulations and guidelines, including the North 

Carolina Department of Labor. 
• Secure all required permits, licenses, and inspections and provide copies of all 

documentation to the City of Asheville.  
 

 

The City of Asheville shall provide: 

• Event location. 
• All municipally required permits and street closures for event. 
• Event waivers for all participants. 

 
 
Your proposal should include: 

• Complete listing of equipment/inventory available for use. 

• References from three (3) organizations/events similar in scope/size. 
• Proposed financial distribution/revenue sharing between your organization and the City 

of Asheville to ensure mutual success (for Bele Chere festival only). 

• Pricing per event with proposed equipment/activity listing ~ OR ~ pricing per 
equipment/activity regardless of event.  Pricing should include all staffing. 
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• Description of any related enhancements or services your company can provide, such as 

ability to provide waiver staffing, additional programming components, etc. 
• Please note:  Do not include food vending as part of your proposal.  That service will be 

provided by the City of Asheville or contracted on a separate basis. 
 
 
Proposal Due Date and Instructions 

Proposals are due by 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on Friday, May 14, 2010.  Proposals 
received after this date and time will not be considered. 
 

Proposals may be mailed, hand delivered, faxed, or emailed.  An official representative 
of the company must sign the proposal signifying their acceptance and compliance 

with the terms and conditions listed in this request for proposal.   

 

 
 
 

 
Submit one original, signed proposal to: 
 
 

Mailing Address: Physical Address:  

City of Asheville City of Asheville   
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 
ATTN:  Sandra Travis  ATTN:  Sandra Travis 

PO Box 7148 70 Court Plaza, City Hall, 4th Floor 
Asheville, NC 28802  Asheville, NC 28801 
 Mon-Fri: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Fax: 
(828) 259-5606  Email: 
ATTN:  Sandra Travis  stravis@ashevillenc.gov 
 

 
 
 

If you have any questions, contact Sandra Travis via email at stravis@ashevillenc.gov  
Please note that any requests for clarification or additional information become public 
information and will be made available to all interested parties. 
 

 

 


